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Synopsis

Lonely Planet: The world’s leading travel guide publisherLonely Planet East Coast Australia is your
passport to all the most relevant and up-to-date advice on what to see, what to skip, and what
hidden discoveries await you. Enjoy lunch with one of Sydney’s best views at Manly Pavilion, gaze
at marine life through a glass-bottomed semisubmersible, or experience the Daintree Rainforest; all
with your trusted travel companion. Get to the heart of East Coast Australia and begin your journey
now!Inside Lonely Planet East Coast Australia Travel Guide: Colour maps and images throughout
Highlights and itineraries show you the simplest way to tailor your trip to your own personal needs
and interests Insider tips save you time and money and help you get around like a local, avoiding
crowds and trouble spots Essential info at your fingertips - including hours of operation, phone
numbers, websites, transit tips, and prices Honest reviews for all budgets - including eating,
sleeping, sight-seeing, going out, shopping, and hidden gems that most guidebooks miss Cultural
insights give you a richer and more rewarding travel experience - including history, politics, sports,
landscapes, wildlife, cuisine, and wine Over 94 local maps Useful features - including
Month-by-Month (annual festival calendar), Your Reef Trip, and East Coast Australia Outdoors
Coverage of Melbourne, Sydney, Cairns, Byron Bay, the Great Barrier Reef, Brisbane, Fraser
Island, Whitsunday Island, Port Douglas, Blue Mountains, and more The Perfect Choice: Lonely
Planet East Coast Australia, our most comprehensive guide to East Coast Australia, is perfect for
those planning to both explore the top sights and take the road less travelled. Looking for a guide
focused on Queensland and the Great Barrier Reef? Check out Lonely Planet’s Queensland & the
Great Barrier Reef guide for a comprehensive look at all that each of these regions has to offer.
Looking for more extensive coverage? Check out Lonely Planet’s Australia guide for a
comprehensive look at all the country has to offer, or Lonely Planet’'s Discover Australia, a
photo-rich guide to the country’s most popular attractions. Authors: Written and researched by
Lonely Planet, Regis St Louis, Jayne D’Arcy, Sarah Gilbert, Paul Harding, Catherine Le Nevez,
Virginia Maxwell, Olivia Pozzan, and Penny Watson.About Lonely Planet: Started in 1973, Lonely
Planet has become the world’s leading travel guide publisher with guidebooks to every destination
on the planet, as well as an award-winning website, a suite of mobile and digital travel products, and
a dedicated traveller community. Lonely Planet’'s mission is to enable curious travellers to
experience the world and to truly get to the heart of the places they find themselves in.TripAdvisor
Travelers’ Choice Awards 2012 and 2013 winner in Favorite Travel Guide category’Lonely Planet
guides are, quite simply, like no other.” - New York Times’Lonely Planet. It's on everyone’s

bookshelves; it's in every traveller's hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's



everywhere, and it’s telling entire generations of people how to travel the world.” - Fairfax Media

(Australia)
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Customer Reviews

Although this book contains worthwhile information, two deficiencies prevent me from rating it
higher. Somewhere along the line Loney Planet seems to have lost their way. Originally producing
guides for the backpacker set, in an apparent effort to broaden its market the budget traveler seems
to have nearly been forgotten. There’s far too much emphasis on $500 rooms and $300 dinners.
While current exchange rates Australia is now an expensive place to travel, there are mid-priced
and budget offering which LP mostly ignores.The second problem: the index is inexcusably
incomplete. That’s not a problem when planning the trip and you’re reading about a region. For that
purpose, this book is decent. But it becomes frustrating to use when actually traveling because the
town you're in (and mentioned in the book) is often absent from the index. In particular, places

mentioned in the little blue boxes scattered around the book seem missing entirely.

We traveled to Cairns and Sydney for several weeks and bought this book as our guidebook. It was
a big mistake. We got very little helpful information from this book. For example, it tells you almost
nothing about the Blue Mountains in Sydney, but devotes a lot of space to hotels and restaurants
there. We found nothing which helped our time in Cairns. In both Sydney and Cairns, the

information we got from the tourist information offices was much more helpful. That, combined with



Trip Advisor, helped very much.

| bought this book right before taking a trip up the East Coast of Australia. The book is helpful but |
think it should be used in conjunction with TripAdvisor. They only list a few choices for
accommodation and restaurants and | found that TripAdvisor was able to provide many more
choices. It is helpful for maps and great to give you a bit of history and the areas you are driving

through.

This book gives brief overviews, but mainly caters to the backpacking crowd. If you are interested in
getting off of the Grayhound line and seeing some of the non-tourist areas this book is not very
helpful. If you are doing a 'This is Tuesday, it must be Cairnes’ kind of tour then you’ll be able to use

it.

There’s a lot of good information in this book and it was in my experience timely and relevant. I'd
recommend the Lonely Planet series to anyone touring Australia, and | recommend Australia as a
destination even more highly! One of the bet bits of advice from this guide was to buy a local SIM
card for my phone and Ipad as soon as | got there. Armed with that, these guides, and Yelp you are

all set anywhere Down Under.

Just received this newly updated August 2011 edition. We are planning trip next year to East coast
of Australia. We haven't traveled yet, so can’t vouch for the reliability of the data. But, on initial
review it looks quite good. Well organized. Easy to find stuff based on location or interest. Good
maps. A lot to digest... but | think this will be the one guide we take with us on our trip next year.
Compared to another East Coast Australia guide we bought, this one seems to have a lot more

bang for the buck.

| always buy these travel guides when | am planning a trip to a place | have never been. You can
get most of this info for free on the internet these days BUT the book gives it all to you in one place
and it is credable and vetted. As usual the info is solid and up to date with tons of good tips. | would

have given it 5 stars except | thing it is priced a little high.

| attended a conference in Sydney and decided to take a guided motorcoach tour up the coast to

Cairns to see the Great Barrier Reef and took this book with me. It had an incredible amount of



detail and even the tour guide acknowledged that it was a good resource. The only thing | needed

was a book on Australian wildlife.
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